
CHALLENGE SHEET

Complete this sheet as you play the game. When it is complete, stick it in your book.

Challenge 1: Hierarchy of People in a Medieval Village
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	At the top of society is……….
	

	The jobs you should have are:

· The Reeve

· The Lord of the Manor

· The Steward

· The Bailiff

· Villeins/Serfs

· Freemen


	

	
	

	At the bottom of society is……
	


Challenge 2: The jobs of a medieval peasant (YOU NEED MORE THAN 1 IN EACH BOX!)
	Month or Season
	Jobs/Tasks

	Spring
	

	Summer
	

	Autumn
	

	Winter
	


Challenge 3: Factors affecting the life of a Medieval Peasant
EVERYONE MUST identify 2 positive and 2 negative factors

MOST WILL identify 3 positive and 3 negative factors

SOME MIGHT identify 4 positive and 4 negative! (house point!)

	+/ -
	Factor affecting the life of a peasant
	Example

	-
	The weather
	Heavy rain washes away your seedlings. 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Challenge 4

Match the activities with the picture. Write the correct term under the image
Ploughing

(making trenches to sow seeds)


Sowing

(planting seeds)

Harrowing

(covering the seeds with earth)

Threshing

(beating the crop to separate the grain from the husks)

Breaking Clods
(breaking up big lumps of earth)

Weeding

(obvious!)

Reaping

(gathering or harvesting the crops)
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Challenge 5

Put these activities in the order that they would happen during the year:

	Ploughing
	Sowing
	

	
	
	

	Harrowing
	Threshing
	

	
	
	

	Breaking clodes
	Weeding
	

	
	
	

	Reaping
	
	


Challenge 6

Which person does which job? Write the correct answer in the box

· Lord

· Steward

· Bailiff

· Reeve

· Peasant

· Freeman

	
	I am appointed by the Lord of the Manor. 

I tell the Reeve what work the peasants must do and then report back to the Lord.

	
	I am told by the Bailiff what work the peasants need to do for the Lord. It is my job to make sure the peasants work hard. 

If they don’t do their job I report them to the Bailiff. 

The bailiff then takes them to court where they are usually fined or put in the stocks.

The villeins don’t like me much. I think this is because I am a villein too, but have extra privileges for working for the Bailiff. I get extra land for farming.

	
	I am the Knight in the Feudal System. I own all the land in the village. 

	
	I have to work during the week for the Lord doing jobs such as mending fences, tending the fields, mending tools. I also have to do BOON (extra work) at ploughing and harvest time. In return the Lord grants me 6 strips of land for my own use and lets me live on his land. If one of the villagers has done something wrong, I might have to be part of the jury in the court. If we don’t give harsh enough punishments, the Steward can punish us instead. It’s difficult, because if the punishments are really harsh all the other villagers hate you.

	
	I am appointed by the Lord of the Manor. 

I tell the bailiff what to do. 

I am in charge of the courts and decide how to punish peasants who don’t work hard enough.

	
	I rent 15 strips from the Lord. This is more land than the serfs/villeins have. 

I have to work for the Lord during the harvest time, but in the week I just work for myself. 

Anything extra that I grow I can sell for profit.

I can earn about 2 pence per day doing jobs for other people, such as mending walls


Challenge sheet for students


